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Overview

• Funding Sponsors:
– Baltimore Metropolitan Council

– Maryland State GIS Committee 
(MSGIC)

– KCI Technologies

• BMC/BRTB Supporting 
Committees:
– Baltimore Region GIS

– Transportation & Public Works

– Baltimore Region Cooperative 
Purchasing Committee

• Agenda Developed with 
Input From:
– MDOT SHA

– MACo

• Over 150 Attendees from 
All Over Maryland:
– Public and private sectors

– Academia and non-profits

– Local, regional, state, and 
federal agencies
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Highlights

• Professors from the Community College of Baltimore 
County (CCBC) explained the requirements needed to get 
a commercial UAS pilot’s license. 

• MACo continues to advocate for more control of UAS 
regulation by local government in their own jurisdictions. 

• Presentations also covered federal and state policy, along 
with the current and future state of UAS services as a 
commercial enterprise. 

• FHWA staff provided examples of how the Every Day 
Counts program will help foster innovation in the UAS 
field.
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• The director of the University of Maryland UAS Test Site 
provided a look at where UAS technology may go in the 
future and some of the technical issues to consider 
such as sensors packages, airspace integration, 
balancing cost vs. quality, and cybersecurity.

• Agencies are already using UAS in the field, both in-
house and contracted, for functions including:

– crash reconstruction

– storm water management

– construction site monitoring

– bridge inspection

Highlights (cont.)
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Highlights (cont.)

• The final session featured a panel of representatives 
from different sectors (GIS, DPW, procurement, 
consultant) sharing what they learned at the event.
– They discussed government contracting and procurement, 

UAS regulations, how to better coordinate between the public 
and private sectors, and economics of UAS programs. 

– One concern from the panel was that with constantly emerging 
technology, an organization that purchases a UAS risks having 
it become obsolete before they can use it. 

– The panel also discussed a comparison of the benefits of 
contracting vs. developing capacity internally. 

– Speakers from the private sector discussed how UAS services 
are forcing a change in how contracts are billed from hourly to 
a model based on the amount of data acquired.
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Presentations

• Available at:
– https://sites.google.com/

a/baltometro.org/decemb
er-4-uas-forum

https://sites.google.com/a/baltometro.org/december-4-uas-forum
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