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• Arundel Community Development 
Services

• City of Annapolis Department of 
Planning

• Baltimore City Dept. of Housing & 
Community Development (DHCD)

• Baltimore County DHCD

• Harford County Housing & 
Community Development

• Howard County DHCD

• Each jurisdiction’s human 
relations/civil rights enforcement 
agency also participates

Regional Fair Housing Group



• 1996, 2012, and 2020 
Regional Fair Housing 
Analyses

• Opportunity Collaborative 
2012-2015

• Regional Project-Based 
Voucher Program: 113 apts. 
moving forward; 34 
apartments leased.

• Affordability Preservation 
Database and Task Force 
since 2017.

History of Working Together
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Fair Housing Protections

● Federal Fair Housing Act

● Originally passed in April 1968, prohibiting discrimination in the 
sale, rental and financing of dwellings based on race, color, 
religion, and national origin. 

● Amended in 1974 and 1988 to prohibit discrimination on the 
basis of sex, disability and familial status and to require 
accessible units as part of multifamily properties built after 1991.

● State and local protections

● Maryland law adds protections for marital status, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, and source of income (new in 2020).

● Local governments sometimes add other protections (e.g., age, 
creed, occupation, political opinion, personal appearance).



5

1937 
“Residential 
Security Map” 
of Baltimore

Home Owners Loan 

Corporation (HOLC)



6

Affirmatively Furthering 
Fair Housing (AFFH)

“The Secretary of Housing and Urban Development shall … 
administer the programs and activities relating to housing 
and urban development in a manner to affirmatively further 
the policies [of the Fair Housing Act].”

42 USC § 3608(d)

• HUD passes this duty on to state and local grantees 
through annual certifications to receive funds.

• Applies to entire jurisdiction, not just housing agency.

• State grantees pass it on to their local sub-grantees.
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Percent 
non-
Hispanic 
White by 
Census 
Tract, 2016

Region overall = 
56% non-Hispanic 
White



8

Percent 
African 
American 
by Census 
Tract, 
2016

Region overall = 29% 
African American
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Opportunity Atlas: 
www.opportunityatlas.org

http://www.opportunityatlas.org/


1937 
Redlining Map 
of Baltimore

Home Owners Loan 

Corporation (HOLC)

Area Fair Housing Legal Activity



• Baltimore County Office of 
Housing

• Baltimore Metropolitan Council

• Baltimore Regional Housing 
Partnership

• Harford County Housing Agency

• Housing Authority of the City of 
Annapolis

• Housing Authority of Baltimore 
City

• Housing Commission of Anne 
Arundel County

• Howard County Housing 
Commission

Regional Project-Based Voucher 
(PBV) Program



Homeownership by Race and Ethnicity

Source: 2017 ACS.
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Hot Housing Market
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Since before Pandemic

BrightMLS June 2022 Market Report Baltimore Metro
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Pushing Up Rents



Recent Attention to Housing Shortage
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Baltimore Metro Area Residential 
Units Permitted 1965-2020
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Trend, 2022 Report

• 46% reduction in Residential 
Units Permitted:
– 1965-2000: Average 14,630 

units/year

– 2001-2020: Average 7,939 units/year

• Up for Growth estimates 
Baltimore metro housing 
shortage of 21,638 homes 

• Report recommends additional 
housing in:
– High opportunity areas

– Areas with lots of jobs and little 
housing

– Areas that are walkable and/or 
served by transit. 
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Housing Committee
• Serves as:

– Regular forum for communication 
with stakeholders regarding 
implementation of fair housing 
plans.

– Forum for discussion of key 
Baltimore-area housing issues

• December 1 virtual meeting 
will focus on tight housing 
market:
– Lisa Sturtevant, Bright MLS

– Mike Kingsella, Up for Growth

– Sheila White, Arundel Community 
Development Services



For More Information

Dan Pontious | Housing Policy Coordinator
410-732-0500 x1055 | dpontious@baltometro.org | www.baltometro.org

@BALTOMETROCOUNCIL @BALTIMORE METROPOLITAN COUNCIL @BALTIMORE METROPOLITAN COUNCIL


