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COG’s Approach

Note:  This approach is tailored for jurisdictions where estimates from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) Quarterly Census of

Employment and Wages (QCEW) are available.  While the QCEW is published for independent cities in Virginia, this data is not 

available for cities in Maryland.  These jurisdictions should work with their surrounding county and use other existing 

resources to develop baseline employment estimates.
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Employment Covered by Unemployment Insurance / Quarterly Census of Employment and 
Wages (QCEW)

Wage and Salary Employment

Jurisdiction 2018 

(Thousands)

District of Columbia 771.31

Arlington County 178.17

Alexandria City 91.91

Montgomery County 471.43

Prince George's County 320.28

Fairfax County 612.45

City of Fairfax 19.72

City of Falls Church 12.45

Loudoun County 169.16

Prince William County 130.32

City of Manassas 22.30

City of Manassas Park 3.66

Charles County
41.36

Frederick County 102.09

Region
2,946.60 

• A quarterly count of employment 

and wages of establishments 

which report to the UI programs 

of the United States

• ~95% of wage and salary civilian 

employment
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Employment Covered by Unemployment Insurance / Quarterly Census of Employment and 
Wages (QCEW)

Wage and Salary Employment

• Annual benchmark: (1) realign the sample-based employment totals with the unemployment 
insurance based counts, and (2) account for wage and salary civilian employment not 
covered by unemployment insurance

• Examples:  employees of religious organizations, railroad workers…
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Adjustment for Self-Employed & Unpaid Family Workers / 2017 American Community Survey 
(ACS) 1-Yr PUMS Data

Self-Employment and Unpaid Family Workers

• ACS provides data on the class of worker including wage and salary, self-employed not 
incorporated, and unpaid family worker.
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Number of Active Duty Personnel / Department of Defense’s Base Structure Reports –
Defense Manpower Data Center

Military

Source: COG, DOD Base Structure Report
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2018 Total Employment
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Suggested Baseline Employment Estimates

Estimates reflecting QCEW, CES, ACS, and Military employment
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Questions?
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