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• Population growth

• Housing & land use

• Racial diversity & foreign born population

• Aging of the population

• Current development patterns

Learning About the County –
Changing Demographics and New Development 
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New Housing & Land Use
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Increasing Diversity 



Population by Race, 2000 & 2010













The Aging of the Population





We are 1/4 through an unprecedented 

increase of those age 65 and older.



Age 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030

0-4 5,702     8,224     15,352    18,248    17,363    20,364    21,440    

5-19 19,961    31,791    37,275    55,837    63,360    66,697    68,653    

20-44 21,894    52,064    88,243    96,212    92,961    107,111  113,610  

45-64 11,027    20,412    35,128    59,077    84,356    91,369    85,577    

65+ 3,327     6,081     11,330    18,468    29,045    51,510    74,370    

TOTAL 61,911    118,572  187,328  247,842  287,085  337,051  363,650  

0-4 9.2% 6.9% 8.2% 7.4% 6.0% 6.0% 5.9%

5-19 32.2% 26.8% 19.9% 22.5% 22.1% 19.8% 18.9%

20-44 35.4% 43.9% 47.1% 38.8% 32.4% 31.8% 31.2%

45-64 17.8% 17.2% 18.8% 23.8% 29.4% 27.1% 23.5%

65+ 5.4% 5.1% 6.0% 7.5% 10.1% 15.3% 20.5%

TOTAL 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Source:  U.S Census Bureau, Projections from MDP based on Round 8C

Howard County Population by Age, 1970-2030

Population by Age, 1970 to 2030
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Current Development



Higher Densities & Mixed Use



Downtown Columbia
30 Year Plan Adopted Feb 1, 2010



Today Vision For The Future

Development Program:

Residential 5,500 units Office 4,300,000 sq ft

Retail     1,250,00 sq ft Hotel/Conference Center 640 rooms

The Evolution of Downtown Columbia



Route 1 Corridor - 3 Unique Districts

 Corridor Activity Center

– Pedestrian oriented

– 1st floor retail, office or 

residential above

 Transit Oriented 

Development

– Near MARC stations

– Multistory office, dense 

residential, some retail

 Corridor Employment

– Office, flex, 

manufacturing

– No auto or warehouse

– Limited retail



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zpt8UKslEyo


