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Demographics
Figure 1 illustrates the spatial distribution of population growth across the region for the 25-year time period 1990-2015.
Many of the Traffic Analysis Zones (TAZs) with the largest absolute gains in population are located well outside the 
region’s core. Areas such as Owings Mills and Randallstown in Baltimore County; Edgewood/Joppa in Harford County; 
Crofton and Maryland City in Anne Arundel County; and Elkridge, Columbia, Laurel, and Clarksville in Howard 
County all experienced marked growth.
Figure 2 illustrates the spatial distribution of population growth across the region for the 25-year forecast period. With a 
few exceptions in downtown Baltimore and adjacent areas, many of the TAZs that are forecast to have the largest absolute 
gains in population continue to be located outside the region’s core. Areas such as Owings Mills, Edgewood/Joppa, 
Aberdeen, Columbia, and the communities in Howard and Anne Arundel counties near Fort Meade are all forecast to 
experience higher rates of population growth. However, while the majority of the growth is forecast to occur outside of 
Baltimore City (84.7 percent of forecast growth from 2015 to 2040), the TAZs with the highest densities continue to be 
located inside of Baltimore City.
Figure 3 illustrates the spatial distribution of employment growth across the region for the 25-year time period. While a 
few TAZs in Baltimore City experienced employment growth over the time period, much of the growth in employment 
was located well outside the region’s core. Areas such as Columbia, Fort Meade, Jessup, BWI Thurgood Marshall Airport, 
Crofton, Crownsville, Security, and Edgewood/Joppa all experienced marked growth.
Figure 4 illustrates the spatial distribution of employment growth across the region for the 25-year forecast period. Many 
of the TAZs forecasted to have the largest absolute gains in population continue to be located outside the region’s core. 
Areas such as Owings Mills, Columbia, Laurel, Elkridge, BWI, Fort Meade, Aberdeen, Edgewood, and Bel Air are all 
forecasted to experience high employment growth. However, while the majority of the growth is forecast to occur outside 
of Baltimore City (79.5 percent of forecast growth from 2015 to 2040), the City’s share of regional employment growth is 
greater than its share of regional population growth, and the TAZs with the highest densities continue to be located inside 
of Baltimore City.
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